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SYNTHETIC DRUGS 
Statement 

HON PHIL EDMAN (South Metropolitan) [9.52 pm]: I rise today to speak about the important and ongoing 
issue of synthetic drugs. I commend the federal Minister for Justice, Michael Keenan, for introducing the Crimes 
Legislation Amendment (Psychoactive Substances and Other Measures) Bill 2014 to the federal Parliament on 
17 July 2014. This bold new legislation will address the horrendous problem of synthetic drugs by stopping the 
importation of psychoactive substances that do not have an established, legitimate use. This legislation will put 
the government on the front foot in the fight against drugs rather than playing catch-up to stop the growth in the 
number of new psychoactive substances. It will ensure that we as a government do our utmost to protect the 
citizens of Australia from these harmful and unpredictable drugs.  

It is with great sadness that I draw the attention of the house to the death of 19-year-old Californian teen Connor 
Eckhardt, who last month succumbed to peer pressure and apparently took one hit of a mixture of herbs that had 
been sprayed with chemicals to produce a marijuana-like high. After taking one hit of this synthetic cannabis, 
Connor’s brain began to swell and deprived him of oxygen and, unfortunately, he passed away. As the packet 
from the drug K2, also known as spice, was still in his pocket, doctors had to break the tragic news to Connor’s 
family. That one hit of synthetic drugs basically left him brain dead. This is not a far-removed issue. In our own 
country, another teen, Henry Kwan, thinking he could fly after taking LSD, jumped off a Sydney balcony while 
his family tried to hold him back.  

Synthetic drugs are a growing global issue. They are outnumbering the list of illicit drugs controlled by 
international conventions and are rapidly increasing. As I have said before in this house, they can produce 
paranoia, racing thoughts, chest pains, vomiting and seizures and can even cause death, such as in Connor’s case. 
From my personal research, which everyone in this house is aware of, they are easily accessible. I mentioned this 
in June last year when I tried to table some synthetic drugs but was not successful. They were from some 
convenience stores in Rockingham. Before the raid, Hon Sue Ellery asked whether she could come down and  
I could show her around to look at those stores, but Hon Sue Ellery will know that we had those raids so there 
was not much point. 

Hon Sue Ellery: The cops heard I was coming!  

Hon PHIL EDMAN: That may have been the case. They seized over $100 000 and 10 kilograms of synthetic 
cannabis. 

It has been difficult to curb this problem, obviously with the changes in the chemical composition, and still the 
police really have no power to seize these drugs. They have to go to the ChemCentre to determine whether the 
chemicals that have been used are illegal, so it is quite a catch-up. 

In relation to the federal government, customs officers also are currently powerless to stop these new 
psychoactive substances, even if they suspect that they are synthetic drugs. This has left the state and federal 
governments of Australia lagging behind in their response to synthetic drugs. Hence, I am pleased that our 
federal government has taken a stand to address the core of this issue. The federal government’s Crimes 
Legislation Amendment (Psychoactive Substances and Other Measures) Bill will make it a criminal offence to 
import any psychoactive substance without an established legitimate use. It will also be an offence to import  
a substance that is presented or packaged as an alternative to any serious drug. Australian Customs and Border 
Protection Service officers will be given the power to search for, seize, detain and destroy any such substances. 

Basically, there are currently no known domestic manufacturers of these substances, but we never know; we do 
not know everything. Banning imports is the first step to reducing domestic supply and access. Individuals will 
no longer be able to purchase these synthetic drugs over the internet and businesses will no longer be able to get 
stock. This will stop the issue at our border and bring forward the time in which the specific chemical 
constructions used in a given synthetic drug are intercepted and banned permanently. 

In relation to our government, the success of this legislation depends on a coordinated national response. New 
South Wales, Queensland and South Australia have already implemented laws against psychoactive substances. 
They ensure that they cannot be made, sold or advertised. I urge the government of Western Australia not to 
await another tragic loss of life, but to push forward with similar changes. I inform the house that I have been 
advised by Minister Helen Morton that such legislation is being advanced and is not far away. 

It is our duty to protect our citizens from the dangers of synthetic drugs, especially if these dangers are largely 
unknown. I again commend Minister Keenan for this initiative, and urge an appropriate response by this 
Parliament to address this significant issue.  

House adjourned at 9.58 pm 
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